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November 2, 2025 
All Saints Day 

Prepare for Worship 
 

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” Give me joy, dear 

Jesus, as I prepare to worship you today. Make me understand what my life would be like 

without you so that I long to hear about your grace and compassion. Help me participate in a 

way that honors you and builds up all who worship with me, and let their worship strengthen 

and encourage my faith. Amen. 

Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s Word and spread the 
Good News of Christ to all. 
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Morning Prayer 

880  For All the Saints 

 

 

 

 
 

5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, steals on the ear the distant triumph-song, 

and hearts are brave again and arms are strong. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

6 The golden evening brightens in the west; soon, soon, to faithful warriors cometh rest; 

sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:the saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

the King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, through gates of pearl streams in 

the countless host, singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Text: William W. How, 1823–1897, alt. Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Opening Sentences CW 207 

 

 

General 
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O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord CW 208 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 
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First Reading Revelation 21:1–6 

  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, because the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away. And the sea no longer existed. 2And I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

  3And from the throne I heard a loud voice that said, “Look! God's dwelling is with people. 

He will dwell with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them, and he 

will be their God. 4He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death 

or sorrow or crying or pain, because the former things have passed away.” 

  5The one who was seated on the throne said to me, “Look, I am making everything new!” 

He also said, “Write, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6And he said to me: 

It is done. 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. 

To anyone who is thirsty, 

 I will give freely from the spring of the water of life. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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149A Sing to the LORD, Sing a New Song  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–4): Psalter, 1912, alt.; (Ref): Hal H. HopsonTune: Hal H. Hopson; English Text (sts. 1–4) and tune: Public domain 
Text (Ref) and tune: © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
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Second Reading Hebrews 11:32–40 

  And what more should I say? There would not be enough time for me to continue to tell 

about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets. 33By faith they 

conquered kingdoms, carried out justice, obtained things that were promised, shut the 

mouths of lions, 34quenched the power of fire, escaped the edges of the sword, were made 

powerful after being weak, became mighty in battle, and caused foreign armies to flee. 
35Women received back their dead by resurrection. And others who were tortured did not 

accept their release, so that they may take part in a better resurrection. 36Still others 

experienced mocking and lashes, in addition to chains and imprisonment. 37They were 

stoned; they were sawed in two; they were tempted; they were killed with the sword; they 

went around in sheepskins and goatskins, needy, afflicted, and mistreated. 38The world was 

not worthy of them as they wandered in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the 

ground. 39All of these were commended in Scripture by faith, yet they did not receive what 

was promised, 40because God had planned something better for us, namely, that they would 

not reach the goal apart from us. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Gospel Luke 6:20–23 

20He lifted up his eyes to his disciples and said: 

Blessed are you who are poor, because yours is the kingdom of God. 
21Blessed are you who hunger now, because you will be satisfied. 

Blessed are you who weep now, because you will laugh. 
22Blessed are you whenever people hate you, 

and whenever they exclude and insult you 

and reject your name as evil because of the Son of Man. 

  23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy because of this: Your reward is great in heaven! 

 The fact is, their fathers constantly did the same things to the prophets. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 
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890 Jerusalem the Golden  

 

 

 

 
Text: Bernard of Cluny, 12th cent., abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Tune: Alexander C. Ewing, 1830–1895 Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon          The Perseverance of the Saints          Hebrews 11:32-40 

 
Stand 
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We Praise You, O God CW 210 
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Be seated 
 

Good News for Kids/Offering 



11 

868  By Faith  
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4 By faith the church was called to goin the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost 

to deliver captives and to preach good news in ev’ry corner of the earth. (Refrain) 

 

5 By faith this mountain shall be moved and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail, 

for we know in Christ all things are possible for all who call upon his name. (Refrain) 

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953 
Text: © 2009 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com; © Getty Music Publishing (ASCAP), admin. Music Services . Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 722518Tune: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

 
Stand 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

With grateful hearts, Lord, 

We remember before you this day… 

That great cloud of witnesses whose living trust in you, recorded in your Word, becomes an 

example for us to imitate and follow. 

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us your blessing. 

  

With grateful hearts, Lord, 

We remember before you this day… 

The reformers and confessors who faced the terror of church and empire but stood firm in 

your truth because they were moved by grace, empowered by faith, and guided by Scripture. 

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their courage. 

  

With grateful hearts, Lord, 

We remember before you this day… 
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Your faithful followers of every age—among them our parents and grandparents and our 

mentors and models—whom your Spirit called, gathered, enlightened, and sanctified to be 

your holy Church and by whose faithful words and deeds the gospel of your grace arrived 

also to us. Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their resolve.  
  
With grateful hearts, Lord, 

We remember before you this day… 

Those we have known who endured uncommon handicaps, chronic illnesses, and severe 

hardships yet followed you in simple faith and lived their lives with patience and 

persistence. Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their joy.   
  
With grateful hearts, Lord, 

We remember before you this day… 

Our own loved ones whose memories still burn within our hearts, whom you have called in 

your good time from their labors in life to that life which knows no end. 

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their reward. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Empower us, Lord, to carry on the work you gave to your people of the past, trusting your 

Son, holding to your Word, confessing your truth, loving the lost, reaching out with your 

love, until you call us, too, by your great grace in Jesus Christ, to join them where memories 

are swallowed up in everlasting joy. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus 

 

 
  

Blessing 
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883  Behold a Host, Arrayed in White  
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Text: Hans Brorson, 1694–1764; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Norwegian, 17th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
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In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his people. 
Please keep these members and families in your prayers. Contact Pastor to add someone 
to this list:   
Ukraine 
Ray & Gloria Overson, Sherry Just and Randy Michael- shut-ins 
Paul White, Gary Finch, Linda Thielke, Larry Borchert, Jeff Overson, Makenzie 
Phippen - health 
Addyson Pender & Zach Ostendorf - engaged  

Payton Weis - expecting in February 
 
Online Giving 
Thank you for your generous and cheerful offerings to the Lord. 
www.LHELC.org/giving 
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Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday 
through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through 
Saturday. The Word for next Sunday:  Micah 7:18-20, Romans 5:6-11, Luke 19:1-10 
 
Game Night    Saturday, November 8, 4 - 8 pm 
Bring food to share, games to play and friends. Meet in the basement. 
 
Special Voters Meeting                 Sunday, November 23rd, 9:15 am 

Following the open forum on November 23rd, we will have a short special voters’ 

meeting to vote on one motion. The church council is seeking the approval of the 

congregation to apply for a vicar for the 2026-2027 year. Please contact any member of 

the council or pastor with questions and concerns. See the November newsletter for 

more information. 

 

November Forward in Christ 

The November issue of Forward in Christ is on the shelf outside of the sanctuary. It may 

also be read at forwardinchrist.net if you prefer.  

Here are some articles of note: 
 

Read how an invitation to Thanksgiving dinner redirects the future of a family.  See 

page 10. 
 

Discover what it means for a Native American to be both Navajo and Christian.  Read 

this on page 18. 
 

Dig into the Bible to examine the question “Will there really be a new earth?” See page 

30. 
 

Read these and other articles and devotions on Thursday mornings with the Women’s 

Fellowship Group at 10 am at the church. 
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Celebrating the 175th Anniversary of WELS 
 
The Break with Missouri 
 

In 1869 the Wisconsin and Missouri Synods officially declared fellowship, 
beginning a fruitful relationship that lasted more than 90 years. However, 
problems began in 1938 when the Missouri Synod resolved that its 1932 
confessional declaration, “Brief Statement,” together with the “Declaration of the 
Representatives” from the American Lutheran Church (ALC) be regarded as the 
doctrinal basis for future church fellowship without resolving the doctrinal issues 
that had separated the two church bodies for decades. Later joint confessions of 
the two groups failed to demonstrate that concord on the disputed doctrines had 
been reached. Other events indicated that the Wisconsin and Missouri Synods 
were drifting apart. The Wisconsin Synod believed that participation in the 
military chaplaincy as it was constituted presented problems with the divinity of 
the call and church fellowship. The Missouri Synod approved participation in the 
chaplaincy. In 1944, the Missouri Synod abandoned its historic opposition to the 
Scouting movement. The Wisconsin Synod continued to oppose participation 
because of work righteousness wording inherent in Scouting materials, a false 
oath, and religious fellowship in the organization without regard to doctrinal 
differences.   
In 1944, the Missouri Synod made an official distinction between “joint prayer” 
and “prayer fellowship.” This resolution involved a departure from long-standing 
Missouri Synod and Synodical Conference teachings of the doctrine of church 
fellowship and gave official sanction to false practice. In 1945, some 44 pastors, 
leaders, and theologians of the Missouri Synod issued a statement that rejected 
the synod’s historical understanding of fellowship. This document was allowed to 
be withdrawn rather than retracted as false doctrine. As the years progressed, 
many instances of the practice of church fellowship occurred between the ALC 
and the Missouri Synod, even though doctrinal agreement had not been reached 
nor fellowship declared. A Missouri Synod seminary professor delivered an essay 
that challenged the verbal inspiration of Scripture and allowed for errors in the 
Bible. Though some protested the essay, the author was never disciplined. The 
Missouri Synod seemed to be unable or unwilling to exercise doctrinal discipline.  
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When the committee tasked with determining whether the Wisconsin and 
Missouri Synods were still in doctrinal unity reported that the two synods could 
not reach agreement in the doctrine of church fellowship, WELS, meeting in 
convention in 1961, suspended fellowship with the Missouri Synod. Though some 
predicted that a break in fellowship would result in the end of the Wisconsin 
Synod, God blessed the synod with rapid home and world mission growth, an 
increasing number of parish schools, and expanding enrollments in its ministerial 
education schools.  
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Lincoln Heights Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

Secretary  
Paula Twelmeyer 

515-288-3013 
secretary@lhelc.org 

 

Pastor  
Mathew Pfeifer 
515-771-5111 

pastor@lhelc.org 
 

1217 Watrous Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 
Phone: (515) 288-3013, www.lhelc.org 

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod  
(WELS) 

THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS 
November 2 - 9, 2025 

 
Sunday            8:00 am           Worship  
  9:00 am Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:15 am Sunday School/Bible Class 
  10:30 am  Worship  
  10:30 am Kunama Worship 
  11:35 am Handbell Practice 
   
Wednesday 5:30 pm Catechism & Bible History 
  5:30 pm Choir 
  6:30 pm Evening Prayer 
  6:45 pm Bible Class  
 
Thursday 10:00 am Womens’ Fellowship Group 
 
Saturday 4:00 pm Game Night 
 
Sunday 8:00 am Worship with Communion 
  9:00 am Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:15 am Sunday School/Bible Class 
  10:30 am Worship with Communion 
  10:30 am Kunama Worship 
  11:35 am Handbell Practice 


