Thanksgiving
November 23, 2022

Service of Evening Prayer

Opening Sentences

CW 215

Jesus Christ is the light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.
Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
and the day is almost over.
Be our light and scatter the darkness,
and hear our evening prayer and praise.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518

597 Now Thank We All Our God
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Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Martin Rinkert, 1586–1649 Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 Text and tune: Public domain

Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us, and warm our
hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. By your Word keep our faith burning brightly, that we may
walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of this world. Come and bless us as we
worship you—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let the incense of our prayers rise before you, O Lord, and let your mercy descend on us, that we may
sing your praises with the Church on earth and forever in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Reading
18

Genesis 8:18–22

So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 19All the animals and
all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on land—
came out of the ark, one kind after another.
20
Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds,
he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart:
“Never again will I curse the ground because of humans, even though every inclination of the human
heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.
22

“As long as the earth endures,
seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat,
summer and winter,
day and night
will never cease.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 100B

Text: William Kethe, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551 Text and tune: Public domain

Psalm Prayer
Lord Jesus, you have made us the sheep of your pasture, and we have no more joyous privilege than
to enter your gates and sing your praises. When we enter the courts of your house, fill our hearts with
sincere thanksgiving for your never-ending grace; for you live and rule with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Reading
16

James 1:16–18

Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
18
He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he
created.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel
1

Luke 19:1–10
2

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he
was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short
he could not see over the crowd. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since
Jesus was coming that way. 5When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus,
come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6So he came down at once and welcomed
him gladly. 7All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”
8
But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the
amount.” 9Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son
of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to you, O Christ!

614 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824–1908, abr., alt. Tune: Welsh, Caniadau y Cyssegr, Denbigh, 1839 Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Offering

Thankful Like Zacchaeus
All offerings today will be given to WELS Christian Aid and Relief

Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let
us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the leaders of our synod and district, for all pastors in Christ, for all who are servants of the
Church, and for all the people of God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who govern our nation and for all public servants, that they may be upheld and strengthened
for every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray
to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those
who sing, and all who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray
to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Silence for individual prayer may follow.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole
life to Christ our Lord: to you, O Lord.

507 Let All Things Now Living
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Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892–1980 Tune: Welsh Text: © 1939 ren. 1966 E.C.Shirmer Music Company. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O Lord, maker of all things, you open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living creature. We
praise you for crowning the fields with your blessings and enabling us once more to gather in the
fruits of the earth. Teach us to use your gifts carefully, that our land may continue to yield its
increase; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Abide with us, Lord, for it is evening and the day is almost over. Abide with us and with your whole
Church. Abide with us in the evening of the day, in the evening of life, in the evening of the world.
Abide with us in your grace and goodness, in your holy Word and sacrament, in your comfort and
blessing. Abide with us when we are overcome by the night of sorrow and fear, by the night of doubt
and affliction, by the night of bitter death. Abide with us and with all your people in time and in
eternity.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us praise the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Blessing
The grace of our Lord
with you all.
Amen.

Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be

617 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois Text and tune: Public domain
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