May 18, 2025
S5th Sunday of Easter

Welcome to Lincoln Heights Lutheran Church.
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

Prepare for Worship

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Thank you, loving Lord, for cleansing me of my sins and adopting me into your family
through the miracle of Holy Baptism. As [ worship today, help me remember what my
baptism means to me. Lead me to feel genuine sorrow for my sins and empower me to put
down the sinful nature that still lives in me. Lift me up as I hear your promise of forgiveness
and give me strength to live a life pleasing to you.

Amen.

Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s Word and spread the
Good News of Christ to all.




471 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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here: “Christ has  tri umphed! He is liv - ing!”
strife. “Christ has  tri - umphed! He s liv - ing!”
say: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!”
God, all the glo - 1y, nev - er end - ing!
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu ia, al-le - lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu ia, al-le - lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu ia, al-le - lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu ia, al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. Tune: Geistliche Kirchengeséng, KéIn,

permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Tune: Public domain
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Stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 173

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection



Declaration of Grace CW 173

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy W 174

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



938 This Is the Feast

Refrain

CW 938 sts. Ref-s5, Final Refrain
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 19232010

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518

Tune: © 1975, 1988 Richard W. Hillert. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518



The Word

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us
love what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this
world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Acts 11:1-18

The apostles and brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the
word of God. *When Peter went up to Jerusalem, those who insisted on circumcision
criticized him, ’saying, “You went to visit men who were uncircumcised and ate with them!”

“So Peter began to explain everything to them, point by point. He said, >*“I was in the city
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision in which an object like a large sheet was let
down from heaven by its four corners. It came right to me. “When I inspected it very
carefully, I saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles, and birds of the air. “I
also heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter! Kill and eat! *“
for nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’

%“A voice spoke from heaven a second time: ‘What God has made clean, you must not
continue to call unclean.’ *This happened three times, and then everything was pulled up
into heaven again. "“At that very moment, three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea
arrived at the house where we were. “The Spirit told me to go with them without any
hesitation. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. *He
told us how he saw an angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and call for
Simon, the one called Peter. “*He will speak words to you by which you and all your
household will be saved.’

But I replied, ‘Certainly not, Lord,
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‘As 1 began to speak, the Holy Spirit came down on them, just as he came down on us at

the beginning. ®Then I remembered how the Lord had said, ‘John baptized with water, but

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” “So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us

when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to try to stand in God's way?”
*When they heard these things, they had no further objections, and they praised God,

saying, “So then, God has granted repentance that results in life also to the Gentiles

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

145B | Will Praise Your Name Forever
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Great is the LORD and most wor- / thy of praise;
his greatness no one can / fathom.

One generation commends your works to an- / other;
they tell of your / mighty acts.

The LorD upholds / all who fall
and lifts up all who are / bowed down. Refrain

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the / proper time.
You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every / living thing.

The LoRbD is near to all who / call on him,
to all who call on / him in truth.

He fulfills the desires of those who / fear him;
he hears their cry and / saves them.



Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Text: Lectionary for Mass Tune: Lynn Trapp Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer

Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518

Tune: © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I have become a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal. ’If I have the gift of prophecy and know all the mysteries and have
all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am
nothing. 3If I give away everything I own, and if I give up my body that I may be burned but
do not have love, I gain nothing.

“Love is patient. Love is kind. Love does not envy. It does not brag. It is not arrogant. It
does not behave indecently. It is not selfish. It is not irritable. It does not keep a record of
wrongs. °It does not rejoice over unrighteousness but rejoices with the truth. 7It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

®Love never comes to an end. But if there are prophetic gifts, they will be done away with;
if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be done away with. °For we know only in part,
and we prophesy only in part, ’but when that which is complete has come, that which is
partial will be done away with. "When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child,
I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put away childish things. “"Now we see
indirectly using a mirror, but then we will see face to face. Now I know in part, but then I will
know fully, just as I was fully known.

So now these three remain: faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Gospel Acclamation CW 179
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Praise God fora liv - ing hope: Christ is risen from the dead!

Tune: © 1983, 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518

Gospel John 13:31-35

After Judas left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in him.
*If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify the Son in himself and will glorify him at
once.”

3“Dear children, I am going to be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and
just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.

3*“A new commandment I give you: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, so also you
are to love one another. *By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



469 Welcome, Happy Morning
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“Hell to - day is van - quished; heav’'n is won to - day!”

Text: Venantius Fortunatus, c. 530-609, abr.; tr. John Ellerton, 1826-1893, alt.
Tune: Enchiridion Geistlike Lede und Psalmen, Liibeck, 1545 Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon We Live Lives of Lavish Love John 13:31-35

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy during this season, for you have risen and conquered the
grave. Imprint the message of victory on our hearts and implant it in our minds. Through the
good news of your resurrection renew our hope and revive our faith. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

By baptizing us into your name, you have connected us to your death and rising. You have
put our sin to death and have given us a new life. Enable us each day to think of ourselves as
dead to sin and alive to you, so that we may walk in newness of life in all we do. Lord, in your
mercy,

Hear our prayer.

11



In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us. Touch the hearts of those who grieve the
loss of a Christian they love. Direct their eyes to your empty tomb and ease their pain by
reminding them that their loved ones will one day rise again. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, many people grieve without hope. Let the message of resurrection reach them and
awaken faith in their hearts. Use us as your instruments to bring the word of life to their
souls and the message of hope to their hearts. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Stay by the side of all who are suffering. In your wise mercy, heal those who are sick,
receiving treatment for illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or hurting in body or
mind. Remind them that your victory over death is a fact, and comfort them with your
promise to raise them and give them and all believers new, glorified bodies like yours. Lord,
in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection. Come to us in your Word
and in the feast of your Sacrament to sustain and strengthen us until we feast with you in
eternal glory.

Amen.

Be seated

Good News for Kids

Offering

12



467 With High Delight Let Us Unite
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Text: Georg Vetter, 1536-1599, abr.; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976, alt. Tune: Cinquante Pseaumes, Geneva, 1543, alt.
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Tune: Public domain

Stand
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Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help
us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -} give you peace.
Amen.
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768 Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace
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1 Lord of all na - tions, grant me grace to love all
2 Break down the wall that would di - vide your chil - dren,
3 For - give me, Lord, where I have erred by love- less
4 Give me your cour - age, Lord, to speak when - ev - er
5 With your own love may I be filled and by your
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help me view my kin-dred, loved, re-deemed by you.
me  pur - sue; bind them to  me and all to you.

wrong I do will hurt my neigh - bor, Lord, and vyou.
vic - tim, too, help me for - give, re - mem - b’ring you.
eer 1 do, may be di - vine - ly touched by you.

Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916-2018, alt. Tune: English
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Tune: Public domain
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reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship:
Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. All materials reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722518.
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Welcome to Lincoln Heights!
We are glad you are here today to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Restrooms with changing tables are past the library on the left.

Quiet room. We love for children to be in the service, but if you need to take your
child out for a moment, you may use the classroom past the restrooms on the right.
The service will be showing on the television in this room.

Assisted Listening devices are available. Pick up a receiver and headphones. You
may use your own headphones also.

Please speak with an usher for any other help.

Yellow Cards
Please fill out a yellow card and place it in the offering plate when passed. Thank
you.

In Our Prayers

The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his people.
Please keep these members and families in your prayers. Contact Pastor to add someone
to this list:

Ukraine
Ray & Gloria Overson, Sherry Just and Randy Michael- shut-ins

Merle Carter, Linda Thielke, Larry Borchert, Jeff Overson, Pat Oswald, Makenzie Phip-
pen - health

Daniel Pfeifer & Paige Harman, Addyson Pender & Zach Ostendorf, Caleb Winecke &
Makayla Gallentine, - engaged couples

Online Giving
Thank you for your generous and cheerful offerings to the Lord.

www.LHELC.org/giving
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Prepare for Next Sunday

For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday
through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through Sat-
urday. The Word for next Sunday:

Acts 14:8-22, Revelation 21:21-27, John 16.:16-24

Thank You to Today’s Helpers
Accompanist: Donna Bakken

Altar Guild: Karen Pippett & Karen Pippett
Counters: Steve Winecke

Streaming: Brad Pippett

Mowing: Lee Bowman

Ushers 8 am: Brad Pippett & Dennis Moural
Ushers 10:30 am: Open

Next Sunday’s Servants

Accompanist: Kris Olson

Altar Guild: Karen Pippett & Karen Pippett
Counters: Karl Kuhrt

Streaming: Brad Pippett

Mowing: John Hoey

Ushers 8 am: Brad Pippett & Dennis Moural
Ushers 10:30 am: Open

Kingdom Workers

Disability Care - Jesus Cares - Malawi and Grenada

WELS partners with local congregations to share the gospel with individuals with disa-
bilities through our Worship at the Cross Services, and Dear Christian Friend Bible
studies. WELS helps to dismantle stereotypes, provide access to medical support, and
therapy to people living with disabilities. This program also gives proper education and
support groups for parents, teachers, and caregivers.

Learn more at kingdomworkers.com/our-work/disability-care.

Donate by visiting kingdomworkers.com/donate-now.
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THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS
May 18 - 25,2025

Sunday 8:00 am Worship
9:00 am Homeless Meal Delivery
9:15 am Sunday School
9:15 am Bible Class

10:30 am Worship
10:30 am Kunama Worship

Wednesday  6:45 pm Bible Class
Thursday 10:00 am Women’s Fellowship Group

Sunday 8:00 am Worship with Communion
9:00 am Homeless Meal Delivery
10:30 am Worship with Communion

10:30 am Kunama Worship

LINCOLN HEIGHTS EVALGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1217 Watrous Avenue, Des Moines, lowa
Phone: (515) 288-3013
www.lhelc.org
A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)

Pastor ' Secretary
Mathew Pfeifer Paula Twelmeyer
515-771-5111 515-288-3013

pastor@lhelc.org secretary@lhelc.org



