December 29, 2024
1st Sunday after Christmas
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LUTHERAN

Prepare for Worship

Lord Jesus, you have invited me to come and receive your holy Sacrament. I believe that in
the bread and wine you give me your true body and blood to eat and drink. Forgive my sins
and nourish my faith through this precious meal. I long for the comfort that comes with your
promises; [ yearn for the assurance of your faithful love. Bless me now as I receive you by
faith.

Amen.



Setting One

363 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
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1 Now sing we, now re - joice, now raise to heav’n our voice;
2 Come from on high to me; I can- not rise to thee.
3 Now through his Son doth shine the Fa-ther’s grace di - vine.
4  Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’n-ly ground,
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he from whom joy stream-eth poor in a man-ger lies;
Cheer my wea-ried spir - it, O pure and ho - ly Child;
Death was reign-ing o'er us through sin and van - i - ty
where the an - gels sing - ing with all hissaints u - nite,
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not  so bright - ly beam - eth the sun in yon - der skies.
thro’ thy grace and mer - it, blest Je - sus, Lord most mild,
til  he o - pened for us a bright e - ter - ni - ty.
sweet - est prais - es bring - ing in heav'n-ly joy and light.
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Thou my Sav - ior art! Thou my Sav - ior art!
draw me un - to thee! Draw me un - to thee!
May we praise him there! May we praise him there!
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

Text: tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-1874, alt.; Latin and German, 14th cent. Tune: German, 14th cent., alt. Text and tune: Public domain

Stand



Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 155

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Declaration of Grace W 155

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. A-722518



Glory Be to God on High CW 157
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have mercy on us.

You take away the sin of the world; re-ceive our prayer.
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You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
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For you on-ly are holy; you on-ly are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the
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Ho-ly Spirit,

are most high in the glory 9f God the Father.



The Word

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our
human nature. By his gracious coming, deliver us from the corruption of our sin, and
transform us into the likeness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9

The LOrRD God gave me a tongue like the learned, an instructed tongue,

so I know how to sustain the weary with a word.

He wakes me up morning by morning.

He wakes up my ears so that I listen like the learned.

°The LORD God opened my ear, and I myself was not rebellious. I did not turn back.
°I submitted my back to those who beat me,

and my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard.

I did not hide my face from disgrace and from spit.

"The LorD God will help me, so I will not be disgraced.

Therefore I have made my face hard like flint.

[ know that I will not be put to shame.

The one who will acquit me is near! Who can accuse me?

Let us take our stand. Who can pass judgment on me? Let him approach me.
°Look, the LOrRD God will help me. Who then can declare me guilty?

Look, all of them will wear out like a garment. A moth will consume them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



84E Let Us Go Rejoicing

Refrain
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Let us go re - joic - ing to the house of the LORD.
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How lovely is your / dwelling place,
LoRD Al- / mighty!
My soul yearns, even faints,
for the courts / of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh cry out
for the / living God.
Blessed are those who dwell / in your house;
they are ever / praising you. Refrain

Better is one day / in your courts
than a thousand / elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house / of my God
than dwell in the tents of the / wicked.
LORD Al- / mighty,
blessed is the one who / trusts in you.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. /| Amen. Refrain

Tune: David Clark Isele

Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer

Tune: © 1979 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518



Second Reading Hebrews 2:10-18

Certainly it was fitting for God (the one for whom and through whom everything exists), in
leading many sons to glory, to bring the author of their salvation to his goal through
sufferings. "For he who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified all have one Father. For
that reason, he is not ashamed to call them brothers. “He says:

I will declare your name to my brothers. Within the congregation I will sing your praise.

BAnd again: I will trust in him. And again: Here I am and the children God has given me.

“Therefore, since the children share flesh and blood, he also shared the same flesh and
blood, so that through death he could destroy the one who had the power of death (that is,
the Devil) ®and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. *“For
surely he was not concerned with helping angels but with helping Abraham's offspring. "For
this reason, he had to become like his brothers in every way, in order that he would be a
merciful and faithful high priest in the things pertaining to God, so that he could pay for the
sins of the people. ®Indeed, because he suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help
those who are being tempted.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Gospel Acclamation CW 161
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518
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Gospel Luke 2:41-52

Every year his parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. *When he was
twelve years old, they went up according to the custom of the Festival. ®When the days had
ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not
know it. **Since they thought he was in their group, they went a day's journey. Then they
began to look for him among their relatives and friends. ®*When they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem, searching for him.

“After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. ¥’/And all who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers. **When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us this way? See, your father and I have been
anxiously looking for you.”

*He said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that [ must be
taking care of my Father's business?” **They did not understand what he was telling them.

>'He went down with them and came to Nazareth. He was always obedient to them. And
his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. >*Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and
in favor with God and with people.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
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1 Dear Chris-tians, one and all, re - joice, with ex - ul - ta - tion
2 Fast bound in Sa - tan’s chains I lay; death brood-ed dark - ly
3 My own good works a - vailed me naught, no mer - it they at -
4 But God be - held my wretch-ed state be - fore the world’s foun-
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spring-ing, and, with u - nit - ed heart and voice and ho - ly
oer me. Sin was my tor - ment night and day; in sin my
tain - ing; my will a-gainst God’s judg-ment fought, no hope for
da - tion, and, mind - ful of his mer-cies great, he planned for
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rap-ture sing - ing, pro-claim the won-ders God has done, how
moth-er bore me. Yet deep and deep - er still I fell; life
me re - main - ing. My fears in-creased till sheer de - spair left
my sal - va - tion. A fa-ther’sheart he turned to me, sought
[a) ; \ .
#ﬁm- — I | i i —  — o m——
< . : o |1
\._)v 1 ! | Y '—‘—J—LF‘ = — o o

his right arm the vic-t'ry won. How dear-ly it has cost him!
had be-come a liv-ing hell, so firm-ly sin pos - sessed me.
on - ly death to be my share and hell to be my sen - tence.
my re- demp-tion fer-vent -ly; he gave his dear-est trea - sure.

5  He spoke to his beloved Son: “It’s time to have compassion.
Then go, bright jewel of my crown, and bring to all salvation.
From sin and sorrow set them free; slay bitter death for them that they
may live with you forever.”

6 The Son obeyed his Father’s will, was born of virgin mother,
and, God’s good pleasure to fulfill, he came to be my brother.
No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore; a servant’s form like mine he bore
to lead the devil captive.

Text: tr. Richard Massie, 1800-1887, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon God Gives Both Substitute and Sacrifice Luke 2:41-52

Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church

Eternal Father, we give you thanks and praise on this holy day for sending your one and only
Son to share our humanity, carry our guilt, and become for us the perfect Lamb who takes
away the sin of the world.

Lord, we praise you.

Keep our faith in your Son alive and strong. Nourish us with your Word and sacraments and
by your Holy Spirit give us strength to overcome Satan’s power and empty promises. Help us
to withstand the temptations the world and our sinful nature put on our path.

Give us faith and courage.

Remember ministers of the gospel throughout the world who on this day are proclaiming
that a Savior has been born. We especially commend to your care the missionaries we have
called as members of the Wisconsin Synod. Since they cannot enjoy the fellowship of their
extended families this Christmas, grant to them the inner joy that comes with service in your
kingdom.

Protect all those who proclaim the gospel in our place.

We pray for our city and countryside, for our neighborhoods and subdivisions, and for all
who live and work and find delight here. Give to the leaders of government wisdom to make
and uphold laws that promote the good of society. Grant our nation peace, health, and
prosperity that we may have the opportunity and resources to spread the good news to all
people.

Govern and prosper your people.

Fill us with kindness and arouse us to do good to all people, especially those who are less
fortunate than we. Bring your healing to those who are sick or diseased in body or mind and
comfort those who are mourning the death of someone they love. We especially pray for
brothers and sisters who are setting aside their celebration today to care for the sick and
stand at the side of the dying.

Sustain those who endure the troubles of life.

Be a source of strength to all your people and fill them with your power and peace. If any are
among us today who have lost the true meaning of this festival, let them rediscover the joy
that comes from Christ alone.

Let your peace reign in the hearts of all.
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Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

As you sent your Son to bring peace to all people on earth, so we pray for all people, those
known and those unknown to us.

We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Be seated

Good News for Kids

Offering

The Sacrament

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the
forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his
redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we
proclaim his death until he returns. The Lord’s Supper makes a second statement. It says, “We
are one in all that we do.” We don’t know if this type of bond exists with our guests, so we ask
that if you are not a member of a WELS or ELS congregation you refrain from the Lord’s Supper
today and meet personally with our pastor if you desire to receive the sacrament in the future.

Stand
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Preface 165

The Lord be with you.
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We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whose
wonderful and mysterious birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and
renewed in our hearts the fervor of your love. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts
of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and
released from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.
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Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169
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grant us your peace. A - men.
Be seated
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331 From Heaven Above to Earth | Come
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1 “Ffrom  heav’n a - bove to earth I come to bear good

2 “To you this night is born a child of Mar - v,

3 “This is the Christ, our God most high, who hears your

4 “He will on you the gifts be - stow pre - pared by
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joy I  bring, where - of I now will say and sing:
low - ly Dbirth shall be the joy of all the earth.
Sav - ior be from all your sins to set you free.
bright and fair, you may with us his glo - ry share.

5 “These are the signs which you shall mark: the swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid by whom the heav’'ns and earth were made.”

6 How glad we'll be to find it so! Then with the shepherds let us go
to see what God for us has done in sending us his own dear Son.

7  Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, and see what in the manger lies.
Who is this child, so young and fair? It is the Christ Child lying there.

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery, that you might share your joy with me.

9 Ah, Lord, though you created all, how weak you are, so poor and small,
that you should choose to lay your head where lowly cattle lately fed!
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10 Were earth a thousand times as fair and set with gold and jewels rare,
it would be far too poor and small a cradle for the Lord of all.

1 Instead of soft and silken stuff you have but hay and straw so rough
on which as king, so rich and great, to be enthroned in royal state.

12 And so it pleases you to see this simple truth revealed to me:
that worldly honor, wealth, and might are weak and worthless in your sight.

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, prepare a bed, soft, undefiled
within my heart, made clean and new, a quiet chamber kept for you.

14 My heart for very joy must leap; my lips no more can silence keep.
[ too must sing with joyful tongue that sweetest ancient cradle song:

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, who unto us his Son has giv'n,
while angels sing with pious mirth a glad new year to all the earth!

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann Text and tune: Public domain

Thank you, dear Savior, for nourishing my faith with the Sacrament of your body and blood. Lift
my heart with your forgiveness, renew my confidence in your grace, empower my love for
others, and lead me to long for the eternal banquet of heaven.

Stand

Thanksgiving

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -} give you peace.

Amen.

330 Peace Came to Earth

1 Peace came to earth at
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last that cho-sen night when an - gels

2 And whocould be the same for hav-ing held the in - fant
3 You show the Fa - ther none has ev - er seen, in flesh and
4 How else could I have known you, O my God! How else could
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in their arms and lat - er felt the wound - ed hands and
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love and sheathed his might—  Who could but gasp: Im-man-u - el!
side, all doubts dis-pelled— Who could but sigh: Im-man-u - el!
vis - it us a - gain—  Who could but see: Im-man-u - el!
brace you, O my God! Who could but pray: Im-man-u - el!
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Who could but sing: Im - man - u - el
Who could but shout: Im - man - u - el
Who could but thrill: Im - man - u - el
Who could but praise: Im - man - u - el

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008 Tune: arr. Mark Kellner, 1959-2015, alt.; Richard Jeffrey, b. 1952 Text: © 1984 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:
Onelicense no. 722518 Tune: © 2000 MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518
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THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS
December 29, 2024 - January 5, 2025

Sunday 8:00 am
9:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

Thursday 10:00 am

Sunday 8:00 am
9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
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Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from
The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission
of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.

Worship with Communion
Homeless Meal Delivery
Sunday School

Worship with Communion
Kunama Worship

Women'’s Fellowship Group

Worship

Homeless Meal Delivery
Basic Bible Christianity
Sunday School

Bible Class

Worship

Kunama Worship

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.
All materials reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722518.
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Welcome to Lincoln Heights!
We are glad you are here today to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Please speak with an usher for any help.

Yellow Cards
Please fill out a yellow card and place it in the offering plate when passed. Thank you.

In Our Prayers

The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his people.
Please keep these members and families in your prayers. Contact Pastor to add someone
to this list:

Ukraine

Ray & Gloria Overson, Sherry Just and Randy Michael- shut-ins

Larry Borchert, Jeff Overson, Pat Oswald, Makenzie Phippen- health

Lucas Gilman & Karri Pippett, Daniel Pfeifer & Paige Harman, Isaiah Luellen & Andie

Schlabach - engaged couples

Online Giving
Thank you for your generous and cheerful offerings to the Lord.

www.LHELC.org/giving

Prepare for Next Sunday

For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday
through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through
Saturday. The Word for next Sunday: Genesis 17:1-7, Galatians 4.:4-7, Luke 1:68-70
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Thank You to Today’s Helpers
Accompanist: Kris Olson

Altar Guild: Karen Pippett & Karen Pippett
Counters: Greg Lewis & Jeff Overson
Streaming: Open

Ushers 8 am: 2 open spots

Ushers 10:30: 2 open spots

Next Sunday’s Servants

Accompanist: Buffy Kokke

Altar Guild: Denise Menzel & Joyce Russell
Counters: Karl Kuhrt & Steve Winecke
Streaming: Open

Ushers 8 am: 2 open spots

Ushers 10:30: 2 open spots

New Year’s Eve Worship in Indianola
Good Shepherd invites us to join them for a 7 pm worship service followed by snacks
and games. The address is 202 N. Kenwood Blvd, Indianola.

Streaming for 2025

Thank you to everyone who helped stream our worship services this year. If you’d like
to help out in 2025, the monthly sign up sheet is on the table in the narthex. If you’ve
never streamed before and are interested in helping out, please put your name and email
on the training sign-up sheet to learn how to do it and get on the schedule. We are
always looking for volunteers to help out! Contact Lee Bowman with questions at
Ibowman870@gmail.com. Thank you.

Photo Updates

We would like some updated photos for our next photo directory. When your family is
gathered together here for worship, Paul White will take a quick photo of you. If you’d
rather send us your own photo, please send to pastor@lhelc.org. Thank you.
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Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s Word and spread the
Good News of Christ to all.

LINCOLN HEIGHTS EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH

1217 Watrous Avenue, Des Moines, lowa
Phone: (515) 288-3013, www.lhelc.org
A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)

Pastor Secretary
Mathew Pfeifer Paula Twelmeyer
515-771-5111 515-288-3013

pastor@lhelc.org secretary@lhelc.org




