4th Sunday in Lent
March 19, 2023
8:00 am

OUR

GREATEST
NEEDS

Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s
Word and spread the Good News of Christ to all.
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Text (sts. 1-3): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father,

I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.




I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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A - men.

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes of the blind and showed
yourself to them. Turn our eyes away from worthless things, and lead us to love you sincerely;
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Isaiah 42:14-21 (EHV)
I have been silent for a long time.
I have kept still. I have restrained myself.
But now, like a woman giving birth, I will scream.
I will gasp and pant.
T will dry up mountains and hills.
I will make all their grass wither.
I will turn rivers into islands.
I will dry up pools.
1T will lead the blind on a way they do not know.
Along paths they do not know I will direct them.
Ahead of them I will turn darkness into light
and rough places into level ground.
These are the things I will accomplish for them.
I will not abandon them.
They will be turned back and completely disgraced—
those who trust in an idol,
those who say to molten images, “You are our gods.”
8You deaf ones, listen!
You blind ones, watch carefully so that you can see!
Who is as blind as my servant?
Who is as deaf as my messenger whom I sent?
Who is as blind as my associate,
as blind as the servant of the LORD?
Y ou, Israel, see many things, but you do not observe.
Israel opens his ears, but he does not hear.
2IBecause of his own righteousness,
the LORD was pleased to make his law great and glorious.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Hear my voice when I / call, LORD;

be merciful to me and / answer me.
Do not hide your / face from me,

do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my / helper.
Do not reject me or for- / sake me,

God my / Savior. Refrain

Though my father and mother for- / sake me,
the LORD will re- / ceive me.
I remain confi- / dent of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the / living.
Wait / for the LORD;
be strong and take heart and wait / for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: David Haas Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518
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Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14 (EHV)

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light, *for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth. '°Try to
learn what is pleasing to the Lord, ''and do not participate in fruitless deeds of darkness.
Instead, expose them. '“For it is shameful even to mention the things that are done by
people in secret. *But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light
that makes things visible. “Therefore it is said, “Awake, sleeper, rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Gospel Acclamation CW 161
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The reason the Sonof  God ap - peared was to destroy the  dev-il’s work.

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518



Gospel John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 (EHV)

As Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. *His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God’s
works might be revealed in connection with him. *I must do the works of him who sent
me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. *As long as I am in the
world, I am the Light of the World.”

SAfter saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and
spread the mud on the man’s eyes. "“Go,” Jesus told him, “wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he went and washed, and came back seeing.

BThey brought this man who had been blind to the Pharisees. '*Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '°So the Pharisees also
asked him how he received his sight.

“He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them. “I washed, and now I see.”

'Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God because he does not
keep the Sabbath.” Others were saying, “How can a sinful man work such miraculous
signs?”’

There was division among them, '"so they said to the blind man again, “What do you
say about him, because he opened your eyes?”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

3*They answered him, “You were entirely born in sinfulness! Yet you presume to
teach us?” And they threw him out.

»Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. When he found him, he asked, “Do you
believe in the Son of God?”

3%“Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that [ may believe in him?”

*"Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and he is the very one who is speaking with
you.”

*Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt down and worshipped him.

Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, in order that those who do not
see will see, and those who do see will become blind.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



Affirmation of Baptisms
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000, alt. Tune: K. Lee Scott, b. 1950 Text: © 1969 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Tune: © 2004
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130000787

Sermon Sight for the Blind John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39

Stand



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your
Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit
and his working through the means of grace.

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and
love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of
faith.

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of
life.
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Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and
judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and
science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult
or dangerous.

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from
their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness.
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.

Be seated

Good News for Kids

Offering
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713 | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light CW 713

0 )

)” i | | | | | | | | |
G & —F—]

L & @ @ e [ P
%:o‘j o ®

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to

2 I want to see___ the bright-ness of God. I want to

3 I'm look - ing for___ the com -ing of Christ. I want to

[a)

)7 T | | T I
(5s—2 i i | . I | . o o
NV e o | | | P [ = bt b
) ¢ o & e ¢

fol - low Je - sus. God set the stars to  give
look at Je - sus. Clear Sun of Right - eous - ness,
be with Je - sus. When we have run___ with

g == |
%#! e — == = &

light to the world. The star of my life__ is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy_ of Je - sus.

A Refrain | | : | |
e
o ; } ; i e ©® o

In him there is no dark-ness at all. The night and the
],l‘ } | | | P |
(e | ] | I } _ o T — ——— — T—
| = [ J A v | | | | | bl
%—' & ' | , |
day are  both a - likee The Lamb is the light of the

[a) p— ‘

o— i I I i I I .

@ s f - 2 5 ;

D) ' o e a- <°

cit - y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518
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12



Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.

Amen.

Be seated
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt. Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Tune: Public domain
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THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS
March 19 - 26, 2023

Sunday 8:00 am Worship
8:45 am Homeless Meal Delivery
9:15 am Sunday School
9:15 am Adult Bible Class

10:30 am Worship
12:00 pm Nuer Worship
1:30 pm Kunama Worship

Monday 7:30 pm Grand View Bible Study
Tuesday 10:00 am Women'’s Fellowship Group
10:00 am Pastors’ Study Club
Wednesday  5:30 pm Catechism and Bible History
7:00 pm Lent Worship
8:00 pm Choir
Saturday 9:00 am Kitchen Cleaning
Sunday 8:00 am Worship with Communion
8:45am Homeless Meal Delivery
9:15 am Sunday School
9:15 am Adult Bible Class
10:30 am Worship with Communion

12:00 pm Nuer Worship
1:30 pm Kunama Worship

Lent Worship

“His Final Steps” ponders the significance of the people and places on Jesus’ resolute
final steps to the cross and three days later, his first steps from the tomb. Join us on
Wednesdays at 7 pm as we prepare our hearts for Holy Week and Easter.

Mar 22 Lenten Worship (Pastor Smith)
His Final Steps Led to His Enemies
Mar 29 Lenten Worship (Pastor Neumann)
His Final Steps Led to a Fig Tree
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In Our Prayers

The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of
thanks and petitions for help from his
people. Please keep these members and
families in your prayers. Contact Pastor to
add someone to this list: Ukraine

Ray & Gloria Overson, Roma Gould and
Sherry Just- shut-ins

Makenzie Phippen - health

Morgan Winnekins - expecting in March

Divine Call to Bethany,

Fort Atkinson, WI

Pastor Pfeifer received a call to serve as
associate pastor at Bethany Lutheran
Church in Fort Atkinson, WI. This call
would primarily focus on being the campus
pastor for their growing Lutheran
elementary school. Please keep me and my
family in your prayers as I consider where
I can best serve the Lord. I welcome your
encouragement and advice.

Counting Schedule

Mar. 19: Ashley & Karl
Mar. 25: Cassandra & Leon
Apr. 2: Karl & Steve

Altar Guild
Christine Pfeifer and Paula Twelmeyer

Prepare for Next Sunday

For a simple devotional reading plan,
review the readings for this week on
Monday through Wednesday. Then read
the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday
through Saturday. The Word for next
Sunday: 2 Kings 4:17-37, Romans 8:11-19,
John 11:17-27, 38-45

Affirmation of Baptisms

Eliana and Henry Schaeffer, children of
Jon and Jenna Schaeffer, were baptized at
home (Eliana on 9/5/20 and Henry on
11/5/22). Today, we publicly affirm and
celebrate that God gave these children his
Holy Spirit, faith and forgiveness and has
written their names in the book of life.

Kitchen Clean-up

There is still some cleaning and organizing
to be done in the kitchen before the Easter
breakfast. Anyone who would like to help,
please meet at 9 am on Saturday, March 25
at the church. Bring a bucket and some
rags if possible. Thank you.

Easter Breakfast

Plans for the Easter breakfast are being
made. High school students will be
contacted to help with set-up, serving and
clean-up. Sign up sheets for breakfast
casseroles, roll/donuts, fruit and drinks will
be out soon. The breakfast will be held
between services on April 9.

Special Voters’ Meeting

April 23 at 9:15 am

Bids for windows and siding will be
discussed and approved.

Lent Schedule

“His Final Steps” ponders the significance
of the people and places on Jesus’ resolute
final steps to the cross and three days later,
his first steps from the tomb. Join us on
Wednesdays at 7 pm as we prepare our
hearts for Holy Week and Easter.

Mar 22 Lenten Worship (Pastor Smith)
His Final Steps Led to His Enemies

Mar 29 Lenten Worship (Pastor Neumann)
His Final Steps Led to a Fig Tree



