2nd Sunday of Easter
April 7, 2024

o\'

resurrection

REALity

Prepare for Worship

Gracious God, you nourish my faith with the good news that you have forgiven my sins in
Christ. Let the gospel be proclaimed by all who come to worship today: by ministers called to
preach the gospel, by musicians who adorn the gospel with beauty, and by all who proclaim
the gospel in song and prayer. Let the miracle of your forgiving love touch my heart and the
hearts of all.

Amen.



Setting One

449 This Joyful Eastertide
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Text: George R. Woodward, 1848-1934 Tune: Davids Psalmen, Amsterdam, 1684 Text and tune: Public domain
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Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 155

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

0N S
7 A prm— T
y . — [
[ M | o

GRS o

Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. A-722518
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938 This Is the Feast

Refrain

CW 938 sts. Ref-s5, Final Refrain
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980 Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518

Tune: © 1975, 1988 Richard W. Hillert. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518



The Word

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your
word of peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the
comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Acts 18:1-11 (EHV)

After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. *There he found a Jew named Aquila, a
native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius
had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them. >Because he had the same
occupation, he stayed and worked with them, for they were tentmakers by trade. *Every
Sabbath he led a discussion in the synagogue, trying to persuade both Jews and Greeks.
*When Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was entirely devoted to
preaching the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. °But when they opposed
Paul and slandered him, he shook out his clothes and said to them, “Your blood be on your
own heads! I am innocent. From now on, I will go to the Gentiles!”

"He left that place and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshipper of God,
whose house was next door to the synagogue. *Crispus, the synagogue leader, believed in the
Lord, together with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians, when they heard,
believed and were baptized.

°One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid, but keep on speaking, and
do not be silent. *’For I am with you, and no one will lay a hand on you to harm you, because

I have many people in this city.” "He stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word of
God among them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



16B This Is the Day

Refrain
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This is the day the LorD has made.

N # .

Y = [ P | | [

” y 2 | et [#) P | | [

[ Y PN | P | | | [ (7K P Pay O

ANV | v I I | et hod bmd

.) [ J ' |

Let us re - joice and be glad in it.

LORD, you alone are my portion / and my cup;
you make my / lot secure.

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant / places;
surely I have a delightful in- / heritance.

I keep my eyes always / on the LORD.
With him at my right hand, I will not be / shaken. Refrain

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue re- / joices;
my body also will / rest secure,

because you will not abandon me to the realm / of the dead,
nor will you let your Holy One / see decay.

You make known to me the / path of life;
you will fill me with joy in your presence,
with eternal pleasures at / your right hand.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,

as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. /| Amen. Refrain

Tune: Dale A. Witte
Tune: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518




Second Reading 1John 1:1-4 (EHV)

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have observed and our hands have touched regarding the Word of Life—>the life
appeared, and we have seen it. We testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with
the Father and has appeared to us. *We are proclaiming what we have seen and heard also to
you, so that you may have fellowship with us. Our fellowship is with the Father and his Son
Jesus Christ. *We write these things to you so that our joy may be complete.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation John 20:29
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Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.

Refrain

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518



Gospel John 20:19-31 (EHV)

On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked doors
because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be
with you!” *°After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord.

*Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am also
sending you.” *’After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. *Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not forgive
them, they are not forgiven.”

*But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus
came. *So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the
mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.”

*SAfter eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. *’Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it
into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.”

**Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”

*Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.”

*Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not written
in this book. >'But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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5  When Thomas afterwards had heard that Jesus had fulfilled his word,
he doubted that it was the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6  “Thomas, behold my side,” said he, “my hands, my feet, my body see;
and doubt not, but believe in me.” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

7  No longer Thomas then denied; he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God,” he cried. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

8 Blessed are they that have not seen and yet whose faith has constant been;
in life eternal they shall reign. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

9  On this most holy day of days to God your hearts and voices raise
in laud and jubilee and praise. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.; attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494, abr.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615; Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon The Living Lord Gives Proof and Peace John 20:19-31

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy this day for you have risen and conquered the grave.
Imprint the message of victory on our hearts and implant it in our minds. Through the good
news of your resurrection renew our hope and revive our faith. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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By baptizing us into your name, you have connected us to your death and rising. You have
put our sin to death and have given us a new life. Enable us each day to think of ourselves as
dead to sin and alive to you, so that we may walk in newness of life in all we do. Lord, in your
mercy,

Hear our prayer.

In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us. Touch the hearts of those who grieve the
loss of a Christian they love. Direct their eyes to your empty tomb and ease their pain by
reminding them that their loved ones will one day rise again. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, many people grieve without hope. Let the message of resurrection reach them and
awaken faith in their hearts. Use us as your instruments to bring the word of life to their
souls and the message of hope to their hearts. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Stay by the side of all who are suffering. In your wise mercy, heal those who are sick,
receiving treatment for illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or hurting in body or mind.
Remind them that your victory over death is a fact, and comfort them with your promise to
raise them and give them and all believers new, glorified bodies like yours. Lord, in your
mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection. Come to us in your Word
and in the feast of your Sacrament to sustain and strengthen us until we feast with you in
eternal glory.

Amen.

Be seated

Good News for Kids

Offering
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Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Text and tune: © 2003 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518
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Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help
us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

14



4411 Know That My Redeemer Lives
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Text: Samuel Medley, 17739-1799, abr. Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, 1710-1793 Text and tune: Public domain
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Welcome to Lincoln Heights!
We are glad you are here today to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Please speak with an usher for any help.

Yellow Cards
Please fill out a yellow card and place it in the offering plate when passed. Thank you.

In Our Prayers

The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his people.
Please keep these members and families in your prayers. Contact Pastor to add someone
to this list:

Ukraine

Ray & Gloria Overson, Sherry Just and Randy Michael- shut-ins

Gary Finch, Pat Oswald, Larry Borchert, Greg Lewis, Makenzie Phippen, and Tom Rea
- health

Online Giving
Thank you for your generous and cheerful offerings to the Lord.

www.LHELC.org/giving

Thank You to Today’s Helpers
Accompanist: Donna Bakken

Altar Guild: Candice Pippett & Andrea Travi
Counters: Steve Winecke & Dave Rusmussen
Streaming: Benjamin Weber

Ushers 8 am: Peter Nolte & Dennis Moural
10:30 am: Steve Winecke

Next Sunday’s Servants
Accompanist: Kris Olson

Altar Guild: Candice Pippett & Andrea Travi
Counters: Leon Burger & Cassandra Canny
Streaming: Benjamin Weber

Ushers 8 am: Peter Nolte & Dennis Moural
10:30 am: Steve Winecke
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Prepare for Next Sunday

For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday
through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through
Saturday. The Word for next Sunday:

Acts 3:11-20, 1 John 1:5-2:2, Luke 24:36-49

Celebrating Merle’s Birthday

Saturday, April 20", 2-4pm Church Fellowship Hall

The Lord has blessed Merle Carter with 97 years of life on earth so far.

Stop by to praise the Lord for his gifts to Merle and wish Merle God’s continued
blessings.

Usher Volunteers Needed

Ushers ensure that the service runs smoothly so worshipers can focus on the Word of
God. If you would like to usher, contact Chad Virden at 515-720-5152. There is also a
sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex.

WELS Worship Conference July 30-Aug 2

The worship conference offers something for everyone. It’s not only for pastors and
musicians but also for lay people who love worship and want to encourage worship
enrichment in their congregations.

One member of Lincoln Heights is already signed up. If you would also like to go,
please contact Pastor Pfeifer. Our congregation provides funds to help cover some of the
conference fees. See welsworshipconference.net

Open Forum

April 21 at 9:15 am

All congregation members are encouraged to attend the open forum meeting. The
council updates the congregation on the work of the congregation and the finances. We
discuss our mission and ministry as the people of God gathered at Lincoln Heights and
the council seeks input from all congregation members.

Sign up to Mow
The grass will be growing soon. Sign up to mow and keep our property looking nice.
Contact John Hoey at 815-900-0940.
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https://welsworshipconference.net/

April 2024 Forward in Christ

This month’s issue is available on the shelf outside the sanctuary doors or online if you
prefer at forwardinchrist.net.

Articles of interest include:

It Happened in a Garden by Jason Strong, page 10

Go to the garden that held Jesus’ tomb and be reminded that the beauty in death is that
it’s not the end.

My Christian Life by Paul Brug on page 18.

Cancer can never win. Christ is risen! See how a pastor who lost his earthly fight with
cancer won the gift of eternal life.
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THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS
April 7 - 14, 2024

Sunday

Wednesday

Thursday
Saturday

Sunday

8:00 am
8:45 am
9:15 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
10:30 pm

5:15 pm
6:30 pm

10:00 am
4:00 pm

8:00 am
9:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
10:30 pm

Worship

Homeless Meal Delivery
Sunday School

Bible Class

Worship

Kunama Worship

Catechism & Bible History
Evening Prayer Service

Women’s Fellowship Group
Game Night

Worship with Communion
Homeless Meal Delivery
Sunday School

Bible Class

Worship with Communion
Kunama Worship
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Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s
Word and spread the Good News of Christ to all.

Lincoln Heights Evangelical Lutheran Church
1217 Watrous Avenue, Des Moines, lowa
Phone: (515) 288-3013
www.lhelc.org
A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)

Pastor Secretary
Mathew Pfeifer Paula Twelmeyer
515-771-5111 515-288-3013

pastor@lhelc.org secretary@lhelc.org



