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May 4, 2025 
3rd Sunday of Easter  

 
Prepare for Worship 
 

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” Give me joy, dear 

Jesus, as I prepare to worship you today. Make me understand what my life would be like 

without you so that I long to hear about your grace and compassion. Help me participate in a 

way that honors you and builds up all who worship with me, and let their worship strengthen 

and encourage my faith. 

Amen. 

Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s Word and spread the 
Good News of Christ to all. 
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445  He’s Risen, He’s Risen  

 

 

 

 
 
Text: C. F. W. Walther, 1811–1887, abr.; tr. Anna M. Meyer, 1867–1941, alt. Tune: C. F. W. Walther, 
1811–1887 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Tune: Public 
domain  
 
Stand 
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Opening Sentences CW 207 

 

 
 

Easter 
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938 This Is the Feast CW 938 sts. Ref–5, Final Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–1980 Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 722518 Tune: © 1975, 1988 Richard W. Hillert. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

 
Be seated 



5 

First Reading Acts 9:1–22 

  Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the disciples of the 

Lord. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues of Damascus, so 

that if he found any men or women belonging to the Way, he might bring them to Jerusalem 

as prisoners. 3As he went on his way and was approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 

heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, 

Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 

  5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” 

 He replied, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and go into the city, and 

you will be told what you need to do.” 

  7The men traveling with him stood there speechless. They heard the voice but did not see 

anyone.8They raised Saul up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes, he could not see 

anything. They took him by the hand and led him into Damascus. 9For three days he could 

not see, and he did not eat or drink. 10There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The 

Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias!” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 

  11The Lord told him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas 

ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. In fact, at this very moment he is praying. 12In a vision 

he has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he can regain his 

sight.” 13Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many people about this man and how 

much harm he did to your saints in Jerusalem. 14And he has authority here from the chief 

priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 

  15The Lord said to him, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before 

the Gentiles and kings and the people of Israel. 16Indeed, I will show him how much he must 

suffer for my name.” 

  17Ananias left and entered the house. Laying his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the 

Lord Jesus, whom you saw on your way here, has sent me so that you may see again and be 

filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

  18Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he could see again. He got up 

and was baptized. 19And after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

 Saul stayed with the disciples in Damascus for several days. 20Immediately he began to 

proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 

  21All who heard him were amazed and said, “Isn't this the one who raised havoc in 

Jerusalem among those who call on this name? Didn't he come here for this very purpose: to 

bring them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22But Saul continued to get stronger and kept 

confounding the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ. 
  
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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30B I Will Praise You, LORD  

 

 
 I will exalt you, Lord, for you lifted me out / of the depths; 

    you spared me from going down / to the pit. 

        Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful / people; 

            praise his / holy name. 
  
For his anger lasts only a / moment, 

    but his favor lasts a / lifetime; 

        weeping may stay / for the night, 

            but rejoicing comes in the / morning.   Refrain 
  

To you, / Lord, I called; 

    to the Lord I cried for / mercy: 

        “Hear, Lord, and be merci- / ful to me; 

            Lord, / be my help.” 
  
You turned my wailing into / dancing; 

    you removed my sackcloth and clothed / me with joy, 

        that my heart may sing your praises and not be / silent. 

            Lord my God, I will praise you for- / ever. 
  
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: John Columba McCann Setting: Geoffrey Nobes Text: © 1963, 1986, 1993 The Grail, GIA Publications, Inc., agent (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense 
no. 722518 Music: © 2004 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
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Second Reading Revelation 5:11–14 

  And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels who were around the throne and 

around the living creatures and the elders. Their number was ten thousand times ten 

thousand, and thousands upon thousands. 12With a loud voice they were saying: 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive 

power and riches and 

wisdom and strength and 

honor and glory and blessing. 

  13I also heard every creature that is in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the 

sea, and all that is in them, saying: 

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever. 

  14The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders bowed down and worshipped. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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Gospel John 21:1–14 

  After this, Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. This is how he 

showed himself: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the 

sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I'm going 

fishing.” 

 They replied, “We'll go with you.” 

 They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4Early in the 

morning, Jesus was standing on the shore, but the disciples did not know it was Jesus. 

  5Jesus called to them, “Boys, don't you have any fish?” 

 “No!” they answered. 

  6He told them, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” So 

they cast the net out. Then they were not able to haul it in because of the large number of 

fish. 

  7The disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard, “It 

is the Lord!” he tied his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into 

the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the little boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they 

were not far from shore, about one hundred yards. 9When they stepped out on land, they saw 

some bread and a charcoal fire with fish on it. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you 

just caught.” 

  11So Simon Peter climbed aboard and hauled the net to land, full of large fish, 153 of them. 

Yet even with so many, the net was not torn. 

  12Jesus said to them, “Come, eat breakfast.” 

 None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 

  13Jesus came, took the bread, and gave it to them, and also the fish. 14This was now the 

third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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459  Christ the Lord Is Risen Again  

 

 

 
 

5 He who slumbered in the grave is exalted now to save; 

now through Christendom it rings that the Lamb is King of kings. 

    Hallelujah! 

 

6 Now he bids us tell abroad how the lost may be restored, 

how the penitent forgiv’n, how we, too, may enter heav’n. 

    Hallelujah! 

Text: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. 
Tune: Latin, c. 1100, adapt. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon     We Can See Things Clearly     John 21:1-14 

 
Stand 
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We Praise You, O God CW 210 
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Be seated 
 

Good News for Kids/Offering 
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443  Awake, My Heart, with Gladness  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, abr.; tr. John Kelly, 1833–1890, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confirmation 
The pastor speaks to those being confirmed: 
 

My dear young friends, when you were baptized, your gracious Lord forgave all your sins and 

covered you with the robe of Christ’s righteousness. Through water and Word he created 

faith in your hearts and adopted you into the family of believers. As you matured and heard 

and studied the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit enlightened your minds and preserved you as 

children of God. 
  

You have expressed the desire to confess the truths you believe before your Savior, your 

family and friends, and this congregation. You are ready to say with St. Paul, “I believed; 

therefore I have spoken.” You have learned to examine your thoughts, words, and actions in 

the light of God’s law, and you have experienced the comfort of forgiveness in the Savior’s 

gospel. With this preparation you are eager to receive the Savior’s body and blood in the 

sacrament. 
  
As we worship with you on this day, we are filled with joy as we see how the Lord has grown 

your faith and love. We are bringing our prayers to the Savior’s throne of grace and imploring 

him to keep you faithful to him and his Word until you join us and all believers in the glories 

of heaven. 
 

I now ask each of you: 
  

Are you ready and willing to confess your faith before the triune God and those who are 

worshiping with you today? 

I am. 

  

Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit? 

Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the Virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 
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 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 

I do reject him. 

  

Do you believe that all the books of the Bible are the inspired and inerrant Word of God? 

I do. 

  

Do you believe that the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have learned to 

know them from Luther’s Small Catechism, are faithful and true to the Word of God? 

I do. 

  

Is it your sincere prayer and desire to remain faithful to your Lord Jesus and his Word all the 

days of your life? 

Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

  

Is it your sincere prayer and desire to live a life that pleases God, to value his Word and 

sacraments, and to witness to your Savior wherever you go? 

Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

 
The pastor speaks to the congregation: 

 

Friends in Christ, the Word of God urges us to pray for one another and especially for the 

youth of the church. On this special day, it is fitting that we bring our prayers before God, 

firmly believing that he alone is able to strengthen us by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

keep us faithful to the Savior until we die. Let us pray. 

  



15 

Gracious Father, in Holy Baptism you created faith in the hearts of these young people and 

gave them a new birth as members of your family. Help them remember their baptisms every 

day and find comfort in your promise that you will never leave them or forsake them. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

Give them strength to put down and drown the sinful nature that lives within them so that 

each day their faith may triumph in their living and loving and in their words and actions. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

Lead them to see and believe that in the word of the gospel they find forgiveness for their sins 

and relief for their guilt. Use the remembrance of your commandments to drive them to the 

comfort of the gospel and then to guide them as they live for you and others. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

Protect them from Satan when he tempts them to be careless with your Word and sacrament, 

to make plans for this life and not for the life to come, or to find popular theories more 

appealing than your truth. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

Empower them by the gospel of your Son to live in their world with kindness, humility, and 

patience that others may see their good works and glorify their Father in heaven. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

Help us provide fitting examples of faithfulness to your Word and sacraments. Lead us to 

encourage and admonish them in wisdom and love even after they have left our homes and 

made new homes for themselves. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

When the end comes and we all stand before the judgment seat of Christ, have compassion 

on us despite our sins and accept us as eternal dwellers in your royal rooms, through the 

merits of Jesus our Savior, who became sin for us so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The pastor speaks to those being confirmed: 

 

I now invite each of you to come forward to receive a blessing from the Lord and a word of 

encouragement from the Scriptures. 

 
Those being confirmed may approach the altar in turn and may kneel. The minister may lay his hand on the 
head of each and speak the following blessing. A passage from the Scriptures may also be read. 

 

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you his Holy Spirit, the Spirit of wisdom and 

knowledge, of grace and prayer, of power and strength, of sanctification and the fear of God. 

 
Stand 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

 

 

Benedicamus 

 

 
  

Blessing 
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454  Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 
Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922–1987 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
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Confirmation class of 2025 
 

Elijah John Norton 
Ephesians 2:8-9 
It is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast. 
 

Preston James Virden  
Romans 1:17 
In the gospel, a righteousness from God is revealed by faith, for faith, just as it is 
written, “The righteous will live by faith.”  
 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS 
May 4 - 11, 2025 

 
Sunday 8:00 am Worship (Confirmation Rite) 
  9:00 am Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:15 am Sunday School 
  9:15 am Bible Class 
  10:30 am  Worship  
  10:30 am Kunama Worship 
      
Monday 6:00 pm Evangelism Committee Meeting 
 
Wednesday 6:45 pm Bible Class 
 
Thursday 10:00 am Women’s Fellowship Group 
 
Saturday 2:00 pm Flower Pot Painting Family Event 
  4:00 pm Game Night 
  
Sunday 8:00 am Worship with Communion 
  9:00 am Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:15 am Sunday School 
  9:15 am Bible Class 
  10:30 am Worship with Communion 
  10:30 am Kunama Worship 
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Welcome to Lincoln Heights! 
We are glad you are here today to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 

Restrooms with changing tables are past the library on the left.  
 
Quiet room. We love for children to be in the service, but if you need to take your 
child out for a moment, you may use the classroom past the restrooms on the right. 
The service will be showing on the television in this room. 
  
Assisted Listening devices are available in the entry. Pick up a receiver and 
headphones in the entry. You may use your own headphones also.  
 
Please speak with an usher for any other help. 
 
Yellow Cards 
Please fill out a yellow card and place it in the offering plate when passed. Thank 
you. 

 
 
In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his people. 
Please keep these members and families in your prayers. Contact Pastor to add someone 
to this list:   
Ukraine 
Ray & Gloria Overson, Sherry Just and Randy Michael- shut-ins 
Merle Carter, Linda Thielke, Larry Borchert, Jeff Overson, Pat Oswald, Makenzie 
Phippen - health 
Daniel Pfeifer & Paige Harman, Addyson Pender & Zach Ostendorf, Caleb Winecke & 

Makayla Gallentine, - engaged couples 

 

Online Giving 
Thank you for your generous and cheerful offerings to the Lord. 

 
www.LHELC.org/giving 
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Prepare for Next Sunday 

For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday 

through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through 

Saturday. The Word for next Sunday: Acts 13:15-16a, 26-39, Revelation 7:9-17,  

John 10:22-30 

 

Thank You to Today’s Helpers 

Accompanist: Kris Olson 

Altar Guild: Karen Pippett & Karen Pippett 

Counters: Leon Burger & Cassandra Canny 

Streaming: Brad Pippett 

Mowing:  Open 

Ushers 8 am:  Brad Pippett & Dennis Moural 

Ushers 10:30 am:  Open 
 

 

Next Sunday’s Servants 

Accompanist: Buffy Kokke 

Altar Guild: Karen Pippett & Karen Pippett 

Counters: Greg Lewis  & Steve Winecke 

Streaming: Brad Pippett 

Mowing:  Lee Bowman 

Ushers 8 am:  Brad Pippett  & Dennis Moural 

Ushers 10:30 am:  Open 

 
 

Evangelism Committee 

The restarted Evangelism Committee meets for the second time on Monday, May 5th at 

6:00 pm. If you are someone who loves to connect others with the gospel of Jesus, we 

would love to have you join us for one meeting or more. Talk to Fred Jensen, Steve 

Winecke, or Pastor Pfeifer to find out more. May the Lord bless our efforts to bring the 

good news of Christ to our unchurched friends and neighbors. 

 

Flower Pot Painting Family Event 

Saturday, May 10 at 2 pm 

Bring your children and invite friends to paint flower pots and plant your own flower 

garden. As we plant, we’ll see God’s beautiful plans for us revealed in three gardens in 

the Bible. Contact Nichelle at 712-304-5323 if you would like to help. 
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Confirmation Today 

Elijah Norton and Preston Virden will publicly confess 

their faith in the rite of Confirmation this morning.   

 

 

 

May Forward in Christ 

The May 2025 issue of Forward in Christ is available 

on the shelf outside the sanctuary. It is always at forwardinchrist.net if you prefer. 
 

Many good articles are included, especially the following: 
 

May 26, 2025 marks the 175th anniversary of the constituting convention of the 

Wisconsin Synod. WELS President Mark Schroeder reminds us of this humble 

beginning on page 6. 
 

When do you use the law and when do you use the gospel when speaking to 

unbelievers? Jon Buchholz digs into that important distinction on page 10.  
 

A pastor shares his struggles with bipolar disorder and how he found his identity in 

Christ. Read this on page 18. 
 

Stephen Helwig’s devotion on Jesus’ ascension on page 5 can remind us of Jesus’ 

continued presence in our lives. 
 

The Bible study on misused Bible passages is a must-read for congregation members to 

help in correctly applying and using God’s word. See page 32. 

 

Mowing Volunteers 

Please sign up to help keep the church lawn mowed and trimmed this summer. A sign 

up sheet is available in the narthex. Mow as many or as few times as you would like. 

Contact Brent Canny with any questions.  
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