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October 12, 2025 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Prepare for Worship 
 

Heavenly Father, we come before you with hearts full of gratitude as we celebrate the 175th 

anniversary of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. We give thanks for your abundant 

blessings over the years, for the faithful proclamation of your Word, and for the countless 

lives touched by the Gospel through our synod's ministry. Lord, for many generations, you 

have preserved and guided your Church both through trials and blessings, raising up pastors, 

teachers, and lay leaders to serve your kingdom. As we remember this milestone, we ask for 

your continued guidance and strength to remain steadfast in the truth, proclaiming Christ 

crucified and risen for the salvation of all. Bless this synod with unity, wisdom, and a re-

newed commitment to spread the kingdom of God, that your name may be glorified now and 

forever. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen. 
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Setting Three 

920  Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation  

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent., abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, abr., alt. 

Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–1695, adapt. Text and tune: Public domain  

 
Stand 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession CW 188 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution CW 188 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

 

The Word 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O merciful Lord, grant to your faithful people the confidence that comes from your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, living and dying and rising for us, that the forgiveness of sins confessed in 

WELS for the last 175 years be our clear message until he comes again in glory to reign with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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First Reading Genesis 3:8–15 

 They heard the voice of the Lord God, who was walking around in the garden during the 

cooler part of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 

Lord God among the trees of the garden. 

  9The Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 

  10The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, so 

I hid myself.” 

  11God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which I 

commanded you not to eat?” 

  12The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, and 

I ate it.” 

  13The Lord God said to the woman, “What have you done?” 

 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

  14The Lord God said to the serpent: 

Because you have done this, 

you are cursed more than all the livestock, 

and more than every wild animal. 

You shall crawl on your belly, 

and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. 
15I will put hostility between you and the woman, 

and between your seed and her seed. 

He will crush your head, 

and you will crush his heel. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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133A  Oh, How Good and Pleasant It Is Cantor/Choir 

 

 

 
  

It is like precious oil poured on the / head, 

   running down on the / beard, 

      running down on Aaron’s / beard, 

         down on the collar of his / robe.   Refrain 

  

It is as if the dew of / Hermon 

   were falling on Mount / Zion. 

      For there the Lord bestows his / blessing, 

         even life forever- / more. 

  

Glory be to the Father and to the / Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

      as it was in the be- / ginning, 

         is now, and will be forever. A- / men.    Refrain 

Text: Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Tune: Robert A. Hawthorne 
Setting: Robert A. Hawthorne 
Text: Public domain (refrain) 
Music: © 2002 Church Publishing Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
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Second Reading Romans 5:8–10 

 But God shows his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

  9Therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, it is even more certain that we 

will be saved from God's wrath through him. 10For if, while we were enemies, we were 

reconciled to God by the death of his Son, it is even more certain that, since we have been 

reconciled, we will be saved by his life. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation CW 194 

 

 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

Gospel John 1:9–14 

  The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, 

and the world was made through him, yet the world did not recognize him. 11He came to 

what was his own, yet his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who did receive him, to 

those who believe in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. 13They were 

born, not of blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of a husband's will, but born of God. 
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  14The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the glory he has 

as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

545  O Love, How Deep  

 

 

 
5 For us, by wicked men betrayed, for us, in crown of thorns arrayed, 

he bore the shameful cross and death; for us he gave his dying breath. 

 

6 For us he rose from death again, for us he went on high to reign; 

for us he sent his Spirit here to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 

 

7 All glory to our Lord and God for love so deep, so high, so broad, 

the Trinity whom we adore forever and forevermore. 

Text: attr. Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471, abr.; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819–1885, alt. 
Tune: English, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon                       Christ FOR Us                      Romans 5:8-10 

 
Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Gracious God, the blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, has redeemed us from sin, and the work of 

your Spirit in our hearts has brought us to faith. According to your promise, preserve us in 

faith through your Word and sacraments. Accept our humble thanks for these rich blessings, 

and help us to rejoice in them and use them faithfully. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
  

Gracious God, you have brought us together in a church body in which your Word is 

proclaimed faithfully, the message of reconciliation through Christ is the central focus of 

ministry, and the mission is to reach the lost and strengthen the saved. For this gift of your 

grace, we give you thanks. Work in us by your Holy Spirit to rekindle our zeal for the work 

you have set before us. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious Lord, you have given us opportunities to proclaim your Word in our nation and 

throughout the world. Move the hearts of more young people to prepare for the teaching and 

preaching ministry. Help us view them as your precious gifts. Bless the work of our schools 

that prepare them for ministry and provide the opportunities for them to serve in your 

kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

Gracious Lord, you have brought us together as a church body that we may proclaim your 

praise. Inspire us by your grace to let our light shine so that more people may be led to glorify 

you. Forgive us when we fall short of living and working together as your people. Renew in us 

an godly determination to serve you and one another in love. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
  

Gracious Lord, you have preserved our synod and blessed its ministry for the past 175 years. 

We thank you for the faithful ministers of the gospel throughout our history who have taught 

your truth and proclaimed your Word. Bless us in the future as you have in the past so that 

our synod, its congregations, and each of us may boldly confess your name for the salvation 

of precious souls. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

Hear us, help us, and hold your guiding hand over us that in all our service your saving name 

may be glorified; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Be seated 

Good News for Kids/Offering 

 

The Sacrament 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the 

forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his 

redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we 

proclaim his death until he returns. The Lord’s Supper makes a second statement. It says, “We 

are one in all that we do.” We don’t know if this type of bond exists with our guests, so we ask 

that if you are not a member of a WELS or ELS congregation you refrain from the Lord’s Supper 

today and meet personally with our pastor if you desire to receive the sacrament in the future. 

 
Stand 

Preface CW 199 
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 

wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 

until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown 

of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem 

us from sin. 

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those 

under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has 

destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

 Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, 

increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when 

Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, 

O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Then he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my T  blood of the new 

covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink 

it, in remembrance of me.” The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

Lamb of God CW 202 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David KauffmanTune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

Be seated 
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Distribution 

558  Salvation unto Us Has Come  

 

 

 

 
 

5 Yet as the law must be fulfilled or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the law obeyed and thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

    which over us impended. 
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6 Since Christ has full atonement made and brought to us salvation, 

each Christian therefore may be glad and build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, your death is now my life indeed, 

    for you have paid my ransom. 

 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see your Word cannot be broken; 

your call rings out, “Come unto me!” No falsehood have you spoken. 

Baptized into your precious name, my faith cannot be put to shame, 

    and I shall never perish. 
 

8 The law reveals the guilt of sin and makes us conscience-stricken; 

but then the gospel enters in the sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; the law no peace can ever give, 

    no comfort and no blessing. 

 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone and rests in him unceasing; 

and by its fruits true faith is known, with love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; works serve our neighbor and supply 

    the proof that faith is living. 

 

10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise to Father, Son, and Spirit, 

the God who saved us by his grace; all glory to his merit! 

O triune God in heav’n above, you have revealed your saving love; 

    your blessèd name be hallowed! 

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551, abr., alt.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 Text and tune: Public domain 
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560 Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ  

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt. Tune: The Parish Choir, London, 1850 Text and tune: Public domain  

 
Stand 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 

Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 

your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



21 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 

605  From All That Dwell below the Skies  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Köln, 1623 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT LINCOLN HEIGHTS 
    October 12 - 19 2025 
 
Sunday 8:00 am Worship with Communion  
  9:00 am Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:15 am Sunday School 
  9:15 am Bible Class 
  10:30 am  Worship with Communion 
  10:30 am Kunama Worship 
  11:35 am Handbell Practice 
 
Monday 5:30 pm Church Council 
 
Wed.  5:30 pm Catechism & Bible History 
  5:30 pm Choir 
  6:30 pm Evening Prayer 
  6:45 pm Bible Class 
 
Thursday 10:00 am Women’s Fellowship Group 
 
Saturday 3:00 pm Fall Festival  
   
Sunday 8:00 am Worship  
  9:00 am Homeless Meal Delivery 
  9:15 am Sunday School 
  9:15 am Bible Class 
  10:30 am  Worship 
  10:30 am Kunama Worship  
  11:35 am Handbell Practice 
 
In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his people. 
Please keep these members and families in your prayers. Contact Pastor to add someone 
to this list:   
Ukraine 
Ray & Gloria Overson, Sherry Just and Randy Michael- shut-ins 
Paul White, George Kokke, Diane Butrum, Gary Finch, Linda Thielke, Larry Borchert, 
Jeff Overson, Makenzie Phippen - health 
Addyson Pender & Zach Ostendorf - engaged  

Payton Weis - expecting in February 
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Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday 
through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through 
Saturday. The Word for next Sunday: Deuteronomy 6:1-9, 2 Corinthians 5:18-21,  
Luke 5:1-11 
 
Fall Festival     Saturday, Oct. 18, 3-6 pm 
The Family Ministry and Evangelism Committees are joining together to put on the Fall 
Festival. You can help by signing up to run an activity station or bring snacks. You can 
also help by attending and bringing a friend.  
 
Joint Reformation Service   Sunday, Oct. 26, 4 pm 
Professor David Scharf from Martin Luther College will preach for our joint celebration 
of the Lutheran Reformation. Join our brothers and sisters of the WELS and ELS 
churches of Central Iowa for a Reformation worship service at Beautiful Savior in West 
Des Moines, 8051 EP True Pkwy.  
 
Giving Reports 
The contribution reports through the third quarter of this year are in the mailboxes.  If 
there is a question or concern about a report, please send an email to 
secretary@lhelc.org. 
 
Mailboxes 
Everyone should have a mailbox. Please check them each time you attend worship. 
There is a chart on the bulletin board if you need help finding your mailbox. If you need 
a mailbox, please send an email to secretary@lhelc.org.  
 
 
Online Giving 
Thank you for your generous and cheerful offerings to the Lord. 
www.LHELC.org/giving 
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Our Mission is to nurture each other in God’s Word and spread the 
Good News of Christ to all. 

Pastor  
Mathew Pfeifer 
515-771-5111 

pastor@lhelc.org 

Secretary  
Paula Twelmeyer 

515-288-3013 
secretary@lhelc.org 

LINCOLN HEIGHTS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1217 Watrous Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 

Phone: (515) 288-3013, www.lhelc.org 
A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
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